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OPPOSES APPOINTMENT OF WIL-
" LIAM COLBY TO HEAD CIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Drivan)
Is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DRINAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to share withh my collcagues the
testimony I intend to deliver before the
U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices on Friday, July 20, 1973 at 10 a.m.
in opposition to the appointment of Mr,
William E. Colby as the Director of the
Central Intellizence Agency:

I have come to testify against the appoint-
ment of Mr. Colby as the Director of the
CIA because I have been almeost compelled
by the voice of my conscience to ralse my
voice to prevent the confirmation of a man
whose activities in Vietnam and whose testi-
mony before this Committee on July 2,
1973 indicate that almost certzinly he will
continue within the CIA those activities of
this intelligence agency which have brought
disgrace to the Foderal government and to
tho American pcople.

On Sunday Junre 1, 1969 I and seven other
Americans talked with Wiltam E. Colby in
Saigon from 4:30 p.uan. to 6:45 pan. I was
In South Vieinim as & member of the pri-
vately financed U.S. Study Team on Reli-
gious and Political Freedom from May 29 to
June 10, 1969. The extensive report of that
study team is printed {n full {1r the Congres-
sional Record of June 17, 1969 on page
E5018.

When I read that Mr. Willlam Colby had
been appointed as the Direcior of the CIA
I reviewed very carefully the notes which I
took during and alter the two hours that
I and my associates spent with Mr. Colby
more than four years ago. Mr. Colby at
that time was, or course, in charge of the
Phoenix Program. or CORDS. The precise
purpose of the study team of, which I was
a member was to determine the number of
political prisoners and the extent to which,
if any, the United States was contributing to
the supression of political freedom in South
Vietnam. ~ :

Mr. Colby did his best to prevent us from
acquiring any hard information from him
or from his associates. For the first 26 min-
utes of the interview Mr. Colby explained
several obvious matters about South Viet-
nam all of which were thoroughly known to
the eight members of the U.S. study team.
Mr. Colby also went out of his way to ex-
plain that President Johnson had given
him the personal rank of Ambassador when
he left the CIA and azreed to run the Phoe-
nix Frogram for the S:taite Department.

At no time did Mr. Colby even concede the
possibility that the pacification program was
assisting the government of President Thieu
to put in jail all of the political activists
who alene could form a political party or a
political coalition capable of running a can-
didate in a genuine election against Pres-
ident Thicu.

Mr. Colby conceded that the number of
political prsioners increazzd as the pacifica-
tion program became more widespread in
South Vieinam, Mr. Colby aiso conceded
that many of the political prizoners did not
receive a trial and that many ¢f them re-
maiued for months and vears in prison mere-
1y because of the suspicion of some local of-
ficlal. Mr. Colby stated "1 know brutality
exists” and added without much proof that
“we try to do something about 1t He never
made clear hewever what he tried to do
about the widespread existence ot brutality
in prisons.--a phcnomenon which I and my
associates heard everywhere in South Viet-
nam.

Mr. Colby offered no as-istance whatsoever
and in fact professed total iznorance about
the “tiger cazes™ in the prison on Con Son
Island, We were unable to.discover theze
dungeons which were eventually discovered a

STAT)‘(‘:\r Iater by a U.S. Conygressional team, ment-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/08 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100190039-1

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
19 JULY 1973

bers of which almost stumbled by accident
upon the existence of these hideous dun-
geons,

In fact Mr. Colby indicated that he knew
little about the conditions in the prisons
most of which were built with American
money and designed by Anicrican engtneers.
I and the other members of the U.S, Study
Team of Political Freedom in South Vietnam
felt indignation at the way that Mr. Colby
evaded our questions and out talked us as a
form of “brush off"™. -

I dic not learn until 1971 that durlng Mr.
Colby's perind with the pacification program
20,587 South Vietnamese people were killed!
Duriug that same period (1968 to May 1971)
28.978 persons were captured or jailed.

O=2c had the impression of Mr. Colby on
that Sunday afternoo:n in June, 1969 of an
indivicdual who would do what he was told,
carry out orders as they were given and al-
ways seck by misleading or deceptive state-
ments to deny that anything was wrong in
the program which he was implementing.

This impressicn was deepened by a con-
versation which I had with an American
prison citicial, present during our entire in-
terview with Mr., Colby, who spoge to mc as
I was leaving Mr. Co!by's oflice. This indi-
vidual who had come to Salgon from the
United States because he was an expert in
building prisons had denied in the presence
of all of us that there was any brutality
against the political prisoners that were lite
erally rounded up by the Phoenix program
and herded into prisons. He confessed pri-
vately to me, however, as I was leaving that
he knew of extensive brutality and he hoped
that the U.S. study team would expose it to
the entire world. He concluded by stating
that he would deny what he had said if I
ever attributed it to him!

On the basis of what we saw in South
Vietnam the study team recommended that
the Nixon Administration and the Congress
have a complete investigation of the extent
to which American officials in the pacification
proegram have turned over innocent South
Vietnamese citizens to military field tribun-
els, the equivalent of a kangaroo court, and
thus have contributed to the disappearance
of all political opposition to President Thieu.

The study team predicted that the total
number of political prisoners would increase
as long as the pacification prosram con-
tinued. This has of course happened so that
now there are some 200.000 political prison-
ers in South Vietnam-—a situation which
makes it virtually impossible for any politi-
cal opposition to arise against President
Thieu.

Mr. Colhy seemed Incapable of compre-
hending the fact that the United Siates gove-
ernment and particularly the pactication
program wis making a mockery of the con-
gtitution of Scuth Vietnam. He kept insisting
that war conditions existed in South Viet-
nam and that therefore the violations were
understandable. Mr. Colby seemed actually
unwilling to listen when John Pemberton,
the Executive Director of the American Civil
Liberties Union and Methedist Bishop James
Armstreng, members of the team, pointed
out to him that the South Vietnamese Con-
stitution provices:

“Any restriction upon the basle rights of
the citizens must be presceribed by law and
the time and place withain which such o re-
striction §s enferced must be clearly speci-
fied. In any event the essence of all bLasie
frecdons cannot be violated.”

We found of ecourre other American ofli-
cials in South Vietvam who were fust as in-
fensitive to the complicity of the United
States in lawlessness as Mr. Coiby appeared
to be,

I feel oblired by my convictions and by
Iny conscience tn ctate that & man who ¢ic-
Played the atttudes which Mr. Colby did
when he operited the Phoenix program
should not be contirmed by the Conpress of
the United States to be the Director of the

~r¥ant also to ralstﬁ'thcr questions a

the unsatisfactory nature of the testimony
which Mr. Cciby gave on July 2, 1973 before
this committee. I also want to state my shock
and indignation that one hour and 40 min-
\tes has been the total time spent, with one
Senator present, In hearines on the crucial
question of who will be the next Director
of the CIA. This is the agency which has
broucht disgrace to ltself by its involvement
with the ITT in Chile, shock and anger to
everyene by its involvenient in the bugging
of the coffice of the psvchiatrist of Dr. Daniel
Fllsberg and universai horror by its involve-
inent in the Watergate scandal.

I also want to express my protest that the
Senate Committee on Armed Scrvices has
€iven a totally inadequate explanatien of
why it held the one hearing on Mr. Colby on
July 2 when the Congress was not in session.
The culy explanation is the words of the
chairman who opencd the hearing by stating:
“"We repret that most of the members are ab-
sent bLecause of the recess but in as much
as Ditector Schlesinger has now become Sce-
retary of Defense we thought it would te ad-
visable to have Mr. Colby here at the carliest

opportunity In order to consider his confir-
mation as the new Director of the CIA.” I
personally would hope that the chairman
would send a personal letter to every single
member of the House and of the Senate in-
viting them to testify if they so desire about
the nature and the future of the CIA.

The chairman of this committee also stated
in his opening remarks that the hearing on
Mr. Colby will “also review a number of
policies relating to the CIA itself". The chair-
man went on to note that “we are going to
take this opportunity to try to get a better
understanding for oursclves and {or the peo-
ple as to just what the CIA is and what it
1s supposed to do.”

I want to state, with all due respect, that
it has been the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee which, more than any other azency
in Congress, has prevented the Congress and
the pcople of this country from Knowing
anything about the CIA. In the last two dec-
ades more than 200 bills aimed at making
the CIA accountable to Congress have been
introduced. None has heen enacted. The most
recent attempt to make the CIA accountable
came on July 17, 1972 when the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee reported out a biil
requiring the CIA to submit reguiar reports
to Congressional committees. That bill died
in the Senate Armed Services Comimittee.

In all candor, Mr. Chatrman, the record
of the Senate with regard to overs:zat of the
CIA has been disgraceful. On November 23,
1071 Senator John Steninis and Senator Alien
Eilender—then the Chairmen of the Armed
Services and the Appropriations Commitiee
as well es of their CIA oversizht Subcommit-
tee, said that they knew nothing about the
ClA-financed war in Laos, surely ClA's
bireest operation (Congressional Record paze
S16321-12530).

I hope therefore that these hearings which,
as the chairman has noted, are designed to
bring about a Chetter understanding for our-
selves and for the people” (and I underhine
fur the people!) vall remain cpen as lowy: as
any memkber of the Convress decires to ad-
dress hunself to this question,

I cengratulate the chainman for having
an open hearing for the first time on the
confirmation of a director since the CIA was
establishied in 1947,

I find the testimony of Mr. Colby very
ambiruous, equivocal and uncatintacrory,
His justitication of the Phoenmix presram
added little to the uncatisfactory evidenre
which he prave on that matier betore the
Sennte and House Con sonal comrmitices
in 1uvo and 1971 He nade aboolutely na re-
spense then or on July 2, 1973 to the velne-
ment criticisms made of the basie Injustces
tnthat program of which he was practicalty
the architect.

ClA.
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